Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0549 Hindi as a Second Language March 2015
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/01
Reading and Writing

Key Messages

e In Exercises 1, 3 and 5 the emphasis is on reading skills. Spelling errors are tolerated provided they do
not interfere with the communication of the correct answer. Candidates are not required to write in full
sentences to score the marks as long as the answer is clear.

e In Exercise 2, complete accuracy is required when filling in the person’s contact details.

e |n Exercise 4 and Exercise 6 marks are awarded not only for content but also for accuracy of
language. Therefore, it is important that candidates check their work carefully for spelling and
grammatical errors.

General Comments

Most of the candidates performed well in this year’'s examination. The candidates followed the guidelines
appropriately and most of them wrote their answers within the word limit. The majority of candidates
appeared to be comfortable in attempting Exercises 1, 2, 4 and 5.

Comments on Specific Questions

Section 1
Exercise 1 Questions 1-6

This exercise focused on a text about an author from England who learnt Hindi and translated literary books
from Hindi to English. The maijority of candidates had no difficulties in answering Questions 1-6. Most of the
candidates answered the questions correctly. Question 3 asked why the author travelled to India. The
correct answer was: ‘to gain knowledge of Hindi and Urdu.” A few candidates mentioned only Hindi and not
Urdu which was not a complete answer.

Exercise 2 Question 7

In this exercise candidates are required to transfer information from the text provided without any kind of
error or inaccuracy. Generally, candidates did not face any difficulty in finding the correct information for
completing the form. Our repeated request has been to ensure while writing the address that candidates
always follow the correct order. For instance, first mention the house number, then the apartment name and
finally the city name. Continuing to follow this order is important. This year most of the candidates correctly
wrote the address. Very few candidates still made similar mistakes.

Exercise 3 Questions 8-11

The topic of this year’s text was about radio presenters and what aspects of presentations would be
considered to present a radio programme.

Question 8

The first heading under which candidates had to write required them to come up with two points about the
basis on which earlier radio programmes were made. The correct answer was: ‘literature and good
language’. Some candidates identified two points as literature and poetry which was not correct. It was
surprising to see poetry mentioned as a separate point from literature given they are part of the same art
form. As a result those candidates could only score one mark.
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Question 9

The next heading was: What aspects have been added to the show by the performers? Several candidates
gave two correct points under this heading.

Question 10

This heading was about the responsibility of radio presenters. The majority of candidates were able to
provide the right points under this heading.

Question 11

Question 11 centred on the personal skills the radio presenters gave their attention to. The correct answer
was ‘language and grammar’. Most of the candidates gave this answer correctly.

Exercise 4 Question 12

In this summary-writing exercise up to six marks are available for Content and four marks for Language. This
year most candidates appear to be well-prepared for the requirements of this exercise and generally
performed well. Many candidates wrote their summaries in their own words and were therefore able to
access the full range of marks available for Language. Most of the candidates had written precisely, covering
five or six correct points from the text. They also managed to secure three out of four marks for language; a
few candidates scored full marks for language. The majority of the candidates restricted their answer within
the word limit. However, a small minority of candidates still exceeded the word limit.

Section 2
Exercise 5 Questions 13-19

This text was about a hotel’s guards who have big and impressive moustaches. Many of the candidates
performed very well in this exercise. All four questions (13—16) with true false options were answered
correctly by most of the candidates. A minority of candidates gave an incorrect reply to Question 15 as true,
when this statement was false. For Questions 17-20, most of the candidates gave accurate statements.

Exercise 6

This year’s essay topic was on whether the social media site Facebook is beneficial. Most of the candidates
attempted the exercise successfully. Several candidates explained positive reasons to open a Facebook
account so that individuals can contact their family and friends who are living far away. Good answers gave
negative reasons as well including spending too much time on Facebook and underlining the problem of
cyber bullying.

Like last year, spelling errors were the main reason for loss of marks. Firstly, the use of the vowel sounds
‘Ee’ was used wrongly. Secondly, the aspirated letters were written with non-aspirated letters in Hindi.
Thirdly, the conjunct in Hindi especially with the letter ‘Ra’ was not used correctly. Teachers should
encourage their students to think in Hindi because some of the sentence constructions were written in Hindi
however it sounded as if students were planning what they were writing in English and then translating their
thoughts into Hindi causing problems with the syntax of their writing. For example, some candidates used the
word in Hindi for ‘clever’ whereas the same word has a negative connotation in Hindi which was not
appropriate in the context in which it was used.
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HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE

Paper 0549/02

Listening

Key Messages

In order to do well in this examination, candidates should:

o write down their answers as clearly as possible so that the meaning can be understood
o take care to include all the relevant details in their answers to the questions in Exercise 4.

General Comments

Overall, candidates performed quite well in this examination and the full range of performance was seen.
Most candidates attempted all the questions in the paper.

In this paper, credit is given for communication of the correct information. Answers are not assessed for the

accuracy of spelling and grammar. However, if language errors change the meaning of the response or the
meaning is unclear, the answer cannot be given credit.

Comments on Specific Questions

Exercise 1, Questions 1-6
Many candidates answered the questions in this exercise correctly.
Exercise 2, Questions 7(i)—(viii)

In this gap-filling exercise, a significant number of candidates were unable to give the correct answer to parts
(i) and (vi). To answer part (i) correctly, candidates needed to write the Hindi word for ‘tomb’, ‘smadhi’. In
part (vi) many candidates were unable to spell the Hindi word for garden, ‘bag’. Therefore, many candidates
were unable to achieve full marks in this section.

Exercise 3, Questions 8-13

Candidates seemed to be well prepared for this multiple choice exercise and the majority responded well to

the questions. A very small number of weaker candidates seemed to be relying on guesswork to answer all

the questions in this exercise. Candidates should be advised not to put ticks and crosses in both boxes or to
leave both boxes blank.

Exercise 4, Questions 14-19

In general, candidates made a good attempt to answer the questions in this exercise, but many were unable
to provide all the details required to score full marks. For most of the questions, more than one piece of
information needed to be given as part of the complete correct answer. Although most candidates were able
to provide some of the details required, many candidates did not gain marks because they offered
incomplete answers to some or all of the questions.

Question 14(i) and (ii)

This question proved to be a good differentiator. Many candidates did not give complete responses and
therefore missed the mark.
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Question 17

Candidates need to learn basic numerals in Hindi: ‘70%’ was sometimes confused with ‘“17%’.

Summary

For this Listening assessment, candidates are required to recognise and distinguish between facts, ideas
and opinions; understand and respond to information presented in a variety of forms; select and organise the
information required for their responses. Therefore, candidates should listen to the recording very carefully
and develop techniques to enable them to identify and select appropriate detail for their answers. They
should also gain as much practice as possible at listening exercises in class, and attempt past listening
papers under timed conditions.

2 CAMBRIDGE

%) International Examinations 7 © 2015




Cambridge International General Certificate of Secondary Education
0549 Hindi as a Second Language March 2015
Principal Examiner Report for Teachers

HINDI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
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Listening
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